
St. Anthony Park Site Council 
 

Mission:   
Site Council offers an opportunity to enhance education for all children at St. 
Anthony Park Elementary School by strengthening our sense of community. 

 
Meetings are generally the second Tuesday of the month at 5:00, prior to the 
SAPSA meetings, which begin at 6:30.  
 

Meeting Date/Time: 5/10/17  5:00 P.M. 
  
Members Attending 
Ann Johnson (Principal) 
Angie Anderson (Parent)  
Andrea Kisch (Parent) 
Andrew McNattin (Parent, SAPSA Vice-President) 
Christine Melko (Parent) 
Lauren Renner (Parent)  
Michelle Riehle (Parent) 
Jennifer Swihart (Parent) 
Christina Shue (Parent)  
Kelsey Dressley (Discovery Club) 
Chris Funk (Teacher, Grade 3) 
Ruth Krider (Teacher, Grade 2) 
Courtney Moriarty (Langford Recreation Center) 
 

Reminder of Dates for Site Council this Year 
Tuesday September 15, 5:00-6:00 
Tuesday October 13, 5:00-6:00 
Tuesday, November 10, 5:00-6:00 
Tuesday, January 12, 5:00-6:00 
Tuesday, February 9, 5:00-6:00 
Tuesday, March 8, 5:00-6:00 
Tuesday April 12, 5:00-6:00 
Tuesday, May 10, 5:00-6:00 
 
 
 



Agenda 
 
Budget – Updates and Survey Responses 
New Principal 
 
 
Budget Update 
 
SAP received an additional $150,010 in allocated budget from the SPPS which 
reduces, but does not eliminate the budget shortfall.  Following this increase 
the budget shortfall is about $56,000.   Principal Ann Johnson made the 
difficult decision to proceed with two lay-offs to address this budget shortfall, 
the library TA position currently staffed by Sally Storms and the Technology EA 
position currently filled by Dan Clark.    
 
SAP will be without a library for a portion of the 2017-2018 school year due to 
the building construction and plans are being made to use the St. Paul Public 
Library in St. Anthony Park as well as using a book mobile.   Fingers crossed for 
more library funding when the library is back in operation for the 2018-2019 
school year.  
 
Principal Ann Johnson was pursing funds from a local donor which could 
potentially be combined with funds from SAPSA and some rebudgeting to allow 
the continued funding of the Technology EA position.    Note:  You received an 
e-mail from SAPSA the week of May 22nd requesting that you read and vote on 
the proposal to use SAPSA funds to help support this position.  UPDATE:   At 
the time of meeting minutes, the generous local donor has offered to give some 
funding and the SAPSA proposal was favorably voted on, so it looks like the 
technology EA position will be funded for the 2017-2018 school year.  
 
On the state legislature side, as of May 30th, the governor has approved the 
legislature’s proposed budget and this means a 2% increase in funding public 
education over each of the next two years with much of this increase going into 
the general fund, the largest bucket of money from SPPS where SAP draws 
funds.  Immediate impacts of this increase in state funding for SAP are 
unknown.   
 
Lauren led a discussion on the budget survey results specifically around creative 
ways to address the budget shortfalls in terms of grants, community 
partnerships, greater or different utilization of volunteers.   Angie Anderson 



suggested she would approach Litin paper to see what kinds of donations we 
could get from them in terms of paper, supplies etc.    Offsetting supply costs 
would free up funds for other things.   
 
Remodeling Update 
 
All is on schedule for construction to start on Tuesday June 13th.   Keep an eye 
out this summer for progress and changes to our school.   Reminder that there 
will not be a back to school night in August due to construction.  Expect a letter 
from the school giving classroom assignments and any relevant details in late 
August.   As always, you can keep up with construction at the school website.   
 
New Principal 
 
SPPS will conduct interviews for the new St. Anthony Park principal and on the 
screening committee will be two teachers, Ruth Krider and Chris Funk and two 
parents, Lauren Renner and Michelle Riehle.  Feedback from these interviews in 
conjunction with survey results from the school staff survey and the 
parent/family survey will be provided to Dr. John Thein, SPPS superintendent for 
his decision.   An announcement of the new principal is expected in later May 
and whomever is chosen will have the opportunity to work beside Ann for the 
remainder of the school year to learn the ropes and get an idea of how our 
school community functions.  
 
 
Site Council 2017-2018 
With a new principal on board we don’t know what Site Council will look like, but 
we anticipate something similar to years past.   We discussed participation in 
Site Council in the coming year.   From SAP Staff, Chris Funk said he would be 
returning and Ruth Krider, having said for a few years she was going to be done, 
said she would offer it up to other SAP Staff and if no takers, she’d stay as well.   
For 2017-2018—here are our commits— 
Courtney Moriarty, Langford Rec Center—thanks for your active participation 
this year, we look forward to having you back. 
Kelsey Dressely, Discovery Club Manager- will be on maternity leave in early fall, 
but will return. 
Parents: Angie Anderson, Andrea Kisch, Christine Melko Lauren Renner, Andy 
McNattin, Michelle Riehle, Christina Sheu, Jennifer Voegele.   Note: since our 
final meeting, Ann has forwarded an e-mail from Annie Hanson who will be 
joining us next year as well.  



There was minimal discussion of changing the meeting time to slightly later to 
perhaps make it easier for some to attend, however with trying to put both the 
Site Council and SAPSA meetings on the same evening, not extend meetings to 
the late night and be respectful to those who attend both meetings and only 
have to give up one evening, we decided to stick with the 5pm time frame for 
the immediate future.  This issue can be raised again with the new principal.  
Michelle Riehle looked for others to take on the co-chair role and there weren’t 
any takers.   She will remain co-chair for the next school year.   Andrea Kisch 
offered to take notes at meetings.   
 
Toasting Ann 
 
The meeting was concluded with a brief thanks and celebration of Ann.   We 
appreciate all you’ve done for SAP and in particular for the interactions, insight 
and fruitful discussions we’ve all had as Site Council members.  Enjoy 
retirement!   
 
 
 
 
 


